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No Place For Hate
atch: . .
dav ihen [ was walking around Milford, eajoying the towr,
the beautiful fall Jeaves, my friend and I came across
enEgets. The three were no different from any other similarly
,except one wore a shirt with a very specific message. The words 1
ys" were hand printed in large fetters on the front. As the three passed,
ue-tarned specifically so thatmy friend and I could cleaily see his hate-
sage. I sat there stunned, more than 2 bit angry but mostly sick to my
a6ty For the last few days, T have thought about what I could or should
.done to the youth and I am left only with one thought.. why would
orie-chioose 1 hate me whep they know nothing at ali about me?
ve lived in and around Milford for more than 15 ‘years. I have wit-
positive chianges and transtormations that have occumed over the
ears; from the beautiful work of the Milford Enhancement Committee to
ditiondtiral offerings of the Black Bear Film and Mitford Music Festivals.
5 architecture, shops, location, natural beauty and residents are all

ins: why people visit our town, to enjoy a little of what we sometimes
ay come as @ Surpris to some people but Milford has a large and
ing gay population made up of both weekend and foll-time residents.
Wi have purchased homes, opened businesses, won seats on town boards,
sevitalized run-down properties, started festivals and vastly contribute to the
] pmng of the town. We also pay the ever increasing school taxes usually
ihout furthes burdening the system. Without the influence of gay people,
- Mplford would be a very different place, one not as beawtiful, as mieresting,
ascifoural, as visited or a5 special. -
Ieads me back to the message on the. t-shirt. This Kid chose to state
ul ‘ghorant‘massage, on the front of his chest, He can try-to intirni-
hirt, to marginalize but that is not going © happen-ever-not in this
. ‘Peoplé say that bate {5 learned at hiorne so ! have to wonder what this
kid is learning from his parents...to hate anything that he does not under-
‘stand, to hate that which is different from him or that it is ok to be a bully. I
' aleo have to wonder about his own sexuality because often the most ho-
| mophobic;are those struggling with their own sexuality-hating in others what
v desply fear in themselves. .
" Wathoiit getting into the whole debate of nature verses nurture when it
comes to human sexvality, I will say that I did not wake up one day and
.decide to be gay.'1 did not tm my hack on Cod and make the immoral
chwice of being atracted 1o the same sex. 1 had no more conrol over my
sexyality than 1 did the colar of my eyes, my height, my hair line or the
ire s not a choice and

Hymdreds of my other genetic chatacteristics. Being gay i !
thgse that think othes wise need to open their minds and hearts and realize
that we ae all different for many reasons and that these differences help to
: ﬁm‘iﬂt oir lives. - '
' only hope
were not

that when other people around town SaW this yOURg man's
¢ shocked irito"silence like I was. 1 hope that someone
m that what he was doing was not right and that he
of himself, There is no place in this town of any gther
R itard walcomesevary Onis beichisé We all help

al place thatit is. S A
R Drerck Roberts
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st week’s Dispatch by John Wroblewski,
e School Board, attempting 10 justify the pur-
chiase of the Santos Farm. Considering the massive spending plans of this
: ‘demand from the board a detailed list and
ification of all planned expenditures. Purchase of ¢he: Santos farm is only
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Reply To Lloyd
To The Dispatch:

Thomas Lloyd has an interesting view (Dispatch, Qct. 26) 6f 1
sation that he held with me as the Treasurer, not the Vice Chair, of
ware Township Democratic Club. First of all, Mr. Lloyd did net-
until 10 Gays prior 1o the first proposed town hall date, and sch
Rep. Siptroth and Ms. Asure were nearly completely booked. w
about any proposed dates, he said that Ms, Asure had proposed
Samrday at 10 a.m., or that “she has some time™ on Now. 4, the

=1

* prior to the election. Rep. Sipwrath was booked both times, butt &1

not been, the Oct, 21 date would have been at best difficult te
adequately in Pike County press outlets. :

No evenings were zvailable or given to'us, and Monday throug
day of each week Rep. Siptroth is required to be in lepislative ses
House of Representatives, and so must be-present in Harrisbuig
offered no Thursday or Friday, cven if they had been available. Sc
Lloyd’s statement that Ms. Asure was willing to meet at any fime
Siptroth may be true, her schedule was no more amenable than Rep.

M. Lloyd was also told that had he called earlier, insiead'd
October, we would have been happy to oblige, even though Re
had met with Ms. Asure in a televised debate at ESU, at Sawkill
tates, at a Taxpayers United mesting and at the Pike County Buil
ciation. Rep. Siptroth has hardly gone missing in Pike County,
forgot to mention that he is in Delaware Township every third T
every month (and often at ciher Bmes), and Mr. Lloyd has never
to meet him or speak with him direetly. ‘

However, what Mr. Lloyd did not disclose in his letter, was
tered an alternative event for meeting Bob McNamara and Lisa
ning for state senate. Bob McNamara was available any eveni
Oct. 24 and Nov. 3, but Mr. Lloyd never called back about Lisa’
moming, when I confronted Mr. Lloyd about his leer, he clain
left delivering Lisa Baket as part of my responsibility. When T
he stated that he misspoke and he admitied that he had “left it,
else™ to do. It was now clear from the conversations 1 have b
Lloyd that his objective from the beginning wasn’t promoting
cratic process, but rather a transparent atempt to embarrass, Re
Clearly, he had no interest.at all in bringing Biker and McNa
area. If anyone should be embarrassed, it should be i riewly fo
In short, Mr. Lioyd's first public act as Republican chair' in Dela
ship is to distort the truth. '

We as Democrats have long realized that many Republican
reach out to Democrats if they were drowning and needéd a B
and we were standing by a stack of them. In my conversatic
Lioyd, I suggested that it was a good thing that their club wal
that we coutd jointly sponsor future events. Clearly, we see ko

be treated in the future.

TaXing Experience
To The Dispatch:

In the spring of 2005, the Delaware Valley School Board img
tax increase of 5.5 percent. The tax increase raised an additic
ion for the 2005-06 schaol year. The 05-06 year has now end
get surplus of $2 million, Thus, given the benefit of hindsigh
5.5 percent tax increase Was necessary. Don’t expect your mo
fime s00T. :

. finializing the budget for 2006-07,1

expected surplus (at the tn

ilfion) for tax reduction. i
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