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TOM QUICK 
E p i l o g u e  

In  1 8 8 9 ,  To m Q u ic k ' s r emain s — t h o se t h at  c o u l d b e r ec o v er ed — w er e ex h u med an d b r o u gh t  t o  
M il f o r d,  t h e t o w n  h is f at h er  h ad f o u n ded,  w h er e t h ey  w er e p l ac ed,  w it h  gr eat  p o mp  an d 
c er emo n y ,  in  a j ar ,  w h ic h  in  t er m w as p l ac ed b en eat h  an  eigh t -f o o t -t al l  st o n e o b el isk ,  a 
mo n u men t  t o  Q u ic k  an d h is ex p l o it s.  O n  it ,  amo n g o t h er s,  w er e t h e w o r ds " A v en ger  o f  t h e 
D el aw ar e. "  His v ic t ims w er e dismissed as " sav ages. "  

O n e h u n dr ed an d eigh t  y ear s l at er ,  t h e mo n u men t  w as v an dal iz ed,  at t ac k ed w it h  a 
sl edgeh ammer  an d r edu c ed t o  r u b b l e.  L o n gt ime r esiden t s o f  M il f o r d deman ded t h at  t h e 
mo n u men t  b e r est o r ed.  B u t  t h is t ime,  t h er e w as o p p o sit io n .  Th e t o w n  f at h er s,  p er h ap s ec h o in g 
t h at  same disc o mf o r t  f el t  b y  t h e mo r e c u l t u r ed set t l er s 2 0 0  y ear s ear l ier  af t er  t h e mu r der  o f  
M u sk w in k ,  dec ided t o  get  an  In dian  p o in t  o f  v iew .  B u t ,  o f  c o u r se,  t h er e w er e n o  f o r mal l y  
r ec o gn iz ed t r ib es,  n o t  in  t h e en t ir e st at e o f  P en n sy l v an ia.  Th e L en ap e w er e l o n g go n e.  

S o  it  f el l  t o  a l o c al  man ,  a C r ee In dian ,  w h o  h ad emigr at ed f r o m C an ada so met ime ear l ier  t o  f il l  
t h e t r adit io n al  r o l e o f  t h e L en ap e,  as p eac emak er  an d n ego t iat o r .  He p r o p o sed t h at  t h e 
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mo n u men t  b e r ep l ac ed — it  w o u l d b e w r o n g,  h e ar gu ed,  t o  t r y  t o  sw eep  h ist o r y  u n der  t h e r u g - 
b u t  t h at  t h is t ime,  t h at  t h e mar k er  o n  it  sh o u l d al so  r ef l ec t  t h e p ain  in f l ic t ed o n  t h e l o c al  L en ap e.  

Th at  dec isio n  met  w it h  ap p r o v al  at  f ir st ,  b u t  b it  b y  b it ,  t h er e w as o p p o sit io n  — in c l u din g a maj o r  
c amp aign  b y  o t h er  N at iv e A mer ic an s w h o  h ad mo v ed t o  t h e ar ea.  In  2 0 0 1 ,  P au l  S t o o k ey  — ak a 
P au l  f r o m t h e f amo u s 1 9 6 0 s f o l k  t r io  P et er ,  P au l  an d M ar y  — p en n ed a so n g c r it ic al  o f  M il f o r d' s 
p l an s t o  ac k n o w l edge Q u ic k .  In  t h e en d,  t h e o p p o n en t s su c c eeded in  st al l in g t h e r ededic at io n  o f  
t h e To m Q u ic k  memo r ial .  

P er h ap s so meday ,  it  w il l  b e r ep l ac ed.  B u t  f o r  t h e mo men t ,  t h e o b el isk ,  a mo n u men t  t o  a man ,  a 
p er h ap s mu r der o u s man  w h o  o f t en  t o o k  r ef u ge in  t h e sil en c e o f  h is f el l o w  set t l er s,  is sit t in g in  a 
st o r er o o m so mew h er e.  

F ear in g p o ssib l e v an dal ism,  M il f o r d o f f ic ial s w il l  n o t  r ev eal  it s l o c at io n .  
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