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TOM QUICK 
A  P u r e  a n d  S i m p l e  P l a c e  
Th er e w as,  o f  c o u r se,  a t ime b ef o r e t h e in f ec t io n  o v er t o o k  To m Q u ic k .   

Th at  mu c h  is c l ear  f r o m t h e f ew  h ist o r ic al  r ec o r ds t h at  do  r emain ,  say s L au r ie S t r el eic k i,  c u r at o r  
o f  t h e P ik e C o u n t y ,  P en n sy l v an ia,  Hist o r ic al  S o c iet y .  A c c o r din g t o  a h ist o r y  p u b l ish ed in  1 8 9 4 ,  t h e 
Q u ic k  f amil y  w as o f  h ar dy  D u t c h  set t l er  st o c k  an d h ad immigr at ed in  1 6 8 9  t o  N ew  Y o r k ' s U l st er  
C o u n t y .  F o r t y -f o u r  y ear s l at er ,  in  1 7 3 3 ,  To m Q u ic k  S r .  w as amo n g t h e f ir st  w h it e men  t o  c r o ss 
t h e D el aw ar e R iv er  l o o k in g f o r  l an d an d o p p o r t u n it y  in  t h e w il d an d r u gged gr een  mo u n t ain s o f  
P en n sy l v an ia.  

He set t l ed al o n g w h at  l at er  b ec ame k n o w n  as t h e V an der mar k  C r eek ,  a mu sc u l ar ,  h eml o c k -t in t ed 
st r eam t h at  st il l  t u mb l es do w n  o v er  mo ssy  r o c k s f r o m t h e P o c o n o  P l at eau ,  c u t t in g t h r o u gh  w h at  
w er e t h en  l u sh  f o r est s o f  c h est n u t  an d h eml o c k  an d c l u st er s o f  r h o do den dr o n  b ef o r e sp il l in g in t o  
t h e r iv er .  U n der  t h e l aw s o f  t h e c o l o n ial  go v er n men t  o f  P en n sy l v an ia — it  w as t h e o n l y  c o l o n y  
u n der  t h e j u r isdic t io n  o f  a sin gl e p r o p r iet o r ,  b egin n in g w it h  W il l iam P en n  an d p assin g t h r o u gh  h is 
desc en dan t s — al l  a p il gr im r eal l y  n eeded t o  do  t o  c l aim v ast  t r ac k s o f  l an d w as t o  c l ear  an d w o r k  
1 0  ac r es o f  it .  B y  al l  ac c o u n t s,  Q u ic k  S en io r  set  r igh t  in  t o  w o r k ,  c ar v in g o u t  a smal l  f ar m an d 
b u il din g a mil l  b y  t h e c r eek  b an k ,  p l an t in g as h e w en t  t h e seeds o f  w h at  w o u l d l at er  b ec o me t h e 
v il l age o f  M il f o r d.  A s t h e 1 8 5 1  b o o k  " Th e O r igin al  A dv en t u r es o f  To m Q u ic k ,  Th e In dian  S l ay er , "  
r ec o u n t ed:  

" A s so o n  as Q u ic k  h ad er ec t ed a t emp o r ar y  l o g c ab in ,  h e c o mmen c ed a w ar  o f  ex t er min at io n  
u p o n  t h e o l d f o r est s w h ic h  c o v er ed h is do main ,  an d in  a sh o r t  t ime t h e air  w as p er f u med w it h  t h e 
smo k e o f  t h e f al l o w  f ir e,  an d n o t h in g r emain ed o n  man y  a go o dl y  ac r e,  ex c ep t  t h e b l ac k en ed an d 
c h ar r ed st u mp s o f  t h e p in e,  o ak ,  h eml o c k  an d t h eir  gian t  c o mp eer s.  L u x u r ian t  f iel ds o f  w h eat  an d 
maiz e,  an d r y e su c c eeded,  in  du e t ime;  t h e l o g b ar n  o f  t h e p io n eer  w as f il l ed t o  it s u t mo st  
c ap ac it y  w it h  t h e f r u it s o f  h is in du st r y . "   

Th o u gh  t h e au t h o r ' s p r o se may  h av e b een  f l o r id,  h is f ac t s,  h ist o r ian s say ,  w er e b asic al l y  ac c u r at e.  

A t  t h at  t ime,  t h e l an d t h at  Q u ic k  h ad c l aimed w as in disp u t ab l y  In dian  C o u n t r y .  O v er  t h e y ear s,  
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v ar io u s n at io n s h ad c r o ssed t h r o u gh  t h e r egio n ,  t h e S h aw n ee,  t h e S en ec a,  b an ds o f  Tu sc ar o r a,  
an d ac c o r din g t o  so me sc h o l ar s,  t h e L ak o t a may  ev en  h av e w an der ed t h r o u gh  o n  t h eir  c ir c u it o u s 
r o u t e f r o m t h e A mer ic an  S o u t h  t o  t h e n o r t h er n  G r eat  P l ain s.  B u t  t h e h ear t l an d o f  t h e M u n sees o f  
t h e L en n e L en ap e,  a n at io n  l in k ed b y  c u l t u r e,  l aw  an d c o mmer c e t o  t h e gr eat  Ir o q u o is 
C o n f eder at io n ,  st r et c h ed f r o m t h e so u t h er n  sh o r es o f  L ak e E r ie east  an d n o r t h  t o  w h at  is n o w  
C an ada.  

Th e L en ap e w er e,  ac c o r din g t o  al mo st  al l  h ist o r ies o f  t h e t ime,  a p eac ef u l  an d f r ien dl y  p eo p l e.  F o r  
mo st  o f  t h e f if t y  y ear s sin c e W il l iam P en n  h ad f ir st  ap p ear ed t o  p r ess h is c l aim o n  t h e c o l o n y ,  t h e 
L en ap e an d t h e w h it e men  w h o  f o l l o w ed af t er  P en n  en j o y ed a gen er al l y  go o d r el at io n sh ip .  P en n  
h ad b een ,  b y  t h e st an dar ds o f  t h e t ime,  r emar k ab l y  en l igh t en ed an d t o l er an t ,  an d t r eat ed t h e 
In dian s w it h  r esp ec t .  E v en  af t er  h is deat h  in  1 7 1 2 ,  t h e st an dar ds h e set  w er e gen er al l y  f o l l o w ed,  
c er t ain l y  b y  t h e M o r av ian s,  t h e G er man  set t l er s w h o  h ad b y  t h en  c r ep t  as f ar  n o r t h  as t h e L eh igh  
V al l ey ,  f o u n din g p r esen t -day  E ast o n  an d B et h l eh em.  Th o u gh  t h ey  made it  t h eir  b u sin ess t o  
c o n v er t  t h e L en ap e t o  C h r ist ian it y ,  t h eir  ap p r o ac h  w as f ar  gen t l er  an d l ess dest r u c t iv e in  t h e sh o r t  
r u n  t h an  t h e met h o ds u sed b y  missio n ar ies el sew h er e in  t h e c o l o n ies.  Th ey  w er e st il l  b ein g 
st r ip p ed o f  t h eir  c u l t u r e an d t h eir  r el igio n ,  b u t  it  w as h ap p en in g sl o w l y ,  al mo st  p ain l essl y .  

A s a r esu l t ,  w h il e t h e L en ap e,  w h o  l iv ed in  t h e an c ien t  f o r est s o f  n o r t h east er n  P en n sy l v an ia,  may  
h av e f o u n d To m Q u ic k  S r . ' s w ay s o dd,  t h ey  saw  n o  r easo n  t o  f ear  h im,  an d,  b y  al l  ac c o u n t s,  gav e 
h im n o  r easo n  t o  f ear  t h em.  

In  f ac t ,  t h e l o c al  L en ap e an d t h e Q u ic k  f amil y  b ec ame f ast  f r ien ds.  A c c o r din g t o  l o c al  l egen d,  in  
1 7 3 4 ,  w h en  Q u ic k ' s w if e gav e b ir t h  t o  a so n ,  To m Q u ic k  J r . ,  t h eir  L en ap e n eigh b o r s c el eb r at ed 
t h e ev en t ,  sh o w er in g t h e c h il d w it h  gif t s an d b l essin gs.  Hist o r ian s say  t h er e is l it t l e r easo n  t o  
do u b t  t h e st o r y .  

W il l iam P en n  &  In dian s
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