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TOM QUICK 
A  W a l k  i n  t h e  W o o d s  
A s a c h il d,  mo st  if  n o t  al l  o f  To m Q u ic k  J r . ' s f r ien ds w er e L en ap e.  A gain ,  it  may  b e ap o c r y p h al ,  
o n e o f  t h e emb el l ish men t s in  a l egen d t h at  w as n ev er  p u t  t o  p ap er  u n t il  a h al f -c en t u r y  af t er  
Q u ic k ' s deat h ,  b u t  it  h as l o n g b een  b el iev ed t h at  o n e o f  Q u ic k ' s c l o sest  f r ien ds as a c h il d w as a 
y o u n g L en ap e n amed M u sk w in k .  Th e p air  h u n t ed an d f ish ed an d t r aip sed t h e deer  t r ac k s t h r o u gh  
t h e r u gged mo u n t ain s an d as t h ey  gr ew ,  t h ey  b ec ame as c l o se as b r o t h er s.  W h et h er  t h e t w o  
w er e as c l o se as t h e l egen d su ggest s is u n c l ear ,  b u t  it  is l ik el y  t h at  t h ey  k n ew  eac h  o t h er .   

It  is c er t ain  t h at  b o t h  gr ew  u p  in  a c o mp ar at iv el y  in n o c en t  t ime.  

B u t  as To m Q u ic k  an d M u sk w in k  ap p r o ac h ed man h o o d,  t h e w in ds w er e b egin n in g t o  sh if t  in  t h e 
n o r t h er n  mo u n t ain s o f  t h e P en n sy l v an ia C o l o n y .  A f t er  W il l iam P en n ' s deat h ,  t h e p r o p r iet o r sh ip  o f  
t h e c o l o n y  h ad b een  gr an t ed t o  h is so n s,  y o u n g men  w h o  l ac k ed b o t h  t h eir  f at h er ' s t emp er an c e 
an d h is t o l er an c e.  A t  f ir st ,  t h ey  ado p t ed a k in d o f  laissez faire at t it u de t o w ar d t h e c o l o n y ,  al l o w in g 
t h eir  f at h er ' s p o l ic ies t o  c o n t in u e mo r e o r  l ess u n c h an ged.  B u t  as is so  o f t en  t h e c ase w it h  h eir s t o  
gr eat  f o r t u n es,  t h e y o u n ger  P en n s so o n  f o u n d t h emsel v es w it h  f in an c ial  dif f ic u l t ies.  B y  1 7 3 7 ,  t h e 
P en n s'  f isc al  w o es w er e so  sev er e t h at  t h ey  an d t h eir  agen t s dec ided t o  st ar t  h ac k in g u p  t h e 
c o l o n y  an d sel l in g o f f  c h u n k s o f  it .  Th e p r o b l em w as t h at  mu c h  o f  t h e l an d t h ey  w er e sel l in g h ad 
b een  p r o mised b y  t h eir  f at h er  t o  t h e L en ap e.  

O n  t h eir  W eb  sit e,  t h e L en ap e n at io n ,  n o w  b ased in  O k l ah o ma,  r ec o u n t s w h at  h ap p en ed n ex t .  

"In  o r der  t o  c o n v in c e t h e L en ap e t o  p ar t  w it h  t h e l an d,  t h e P en n s f al sel y  r ep r esen t ed an  o l d,  
in c o mp l et e,  u n sign ed dr af t  o f  a deed as a l egal  c o n t r ac t .  Th ey  t o l d t h e L en ap e t h at  t h eir  
an c est o r s so me f if t y  y ear s b ef o r e h ad sign ed t h is do c u men t ,  w h ic h  st at ed t h at  t h e l an d t o  b e 
deeded t o  t h e P en n s w as as mu c h  as c o u l d b e c o v er ed in  a day -an d-a-h al f ' s w al k . " 

"B el iev in g t h at  t h eir  f o r ef at h er s h ad made su c h  an  agr eemen t ,  t h e L en ap e l eader s agr eed t o  l et  
t h e P en n s h av e t h is ar ea w al k ed o f f .  Th ey  t h o u gh t  t h e w h it es w o u l d t ak e a l eisu r el y  w al k  do w n  an  
In dian  p at h  al o n g t h e D el aw ar e R iv er .  In st ead,  t h e P en n s h ir ed t h r ee o f  t h e f ast est  r u n n er s,  an d 
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h ad a st r aigh t  p at h  c l ear ed.  O n l y  o n e o f  t h e ' w al k er s'  w as ab l e t o  c o mp l et e t h e ' w al k , '  b u t  h e 
w en t  f if t y -f iv e mil es, " ac c o r din g t o  t h e L en ap e W eb  sit e.  

B y  t h e t ime t h e P en n s h ad f in ish ed r edr aw in g t h e map ,  t h ey  h ad ef f ec t iv el y  c h eat ed t h e L en ap e 
o u t  o f  a sw at h  o f  p r ist in e l an d as l ar ge as t h e p r esen t -day  st at e o f  R h o de Isl an d.  

Th e in f amo u s p l o y  — w h ic h  c ame t o  b e k n o w n  as "Th e W al k in g P u r c h ase" — h ad w o u n ded t h e 
t issu e o f  c o mit y  t h at  b o u n d t h e In dian s an d w h it es in  P en n sy l v an ia.  It  w as o n l y  a mat t er  o f  t ime 
b ef o r e an  in f ec t io n  t o o k  h o l d.  
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