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TOM QUICK 
R e a l  P o l i t i q u e / R e a l  L i f e  
Th e F r en c h  w er e n o t  n ec essar il y  ab o v e su c h  t ac t ic s — w h il e t h er e is n o  ev iden c e t o  su ggest  t h at  
t h e F r en c h  ev er  in t en t io n al l y  in f ec t ed t h eir  en emies w it h  disease,  t h ey  en t h u siast ic al l y  su p p o r t ed 
sc al p in g.  B u t  in  gen er al ,  t h ey  t o o k  a su b t l er ,  mo r e G al l ic  ap p r o ac h  t o  t h e issu e.   

P ar t  o f  t h e r easo n  may  h av e b een  t h at  t h e F r en c h  h ad an  en t ir el y  dif f er en t  v isio n  ab o u t  t h e r o l e 
N o r t h  A mer ic a p l ay ed in  t h eir  emp ir e t h an  t h e B r it ish  h ad.  

Th e B r it ish ,  it  h as b een  said,  h ad c o me t o  N o r t h  A mer ic a t o  su b du e it ,  t o  t ame it ,  t o  t u r n  t h e 
en t ir e c o n t in en t  in t o  o n e massiv e an d p er f ec t  E n gl ish  gar den .  

Th e F r en c h ,  o n  t h e o t h er  h an d,  h ad n o  desir e w h at so ev er  t o  t ame t h e c o n t in en t .  F o r  t h em,  it  w as 
a w il d p l ac e,  f il l ed w it h  w il d men ,  an d it s p r imar y  p u r p o se w as t o  p r o v ide f u r s an d p el t s an d o t h er  
r aw  mat er ial s t h en  deman ded b y  t h e dev o t ees o f  h au t e c o u t u r e in  P ar is.  Th o se t h in gs c o u l d o n l y  
b e o b t ain ed in  a w il d l an d,  an d so  b y  an d l ar ge,  t h e F r en c h  st r o v e t o  k eep  A mer ic a as p r ist in e as 
p o ssib l e,  w it h in  r easo n ,  o f  c o u r se.  

Th at  at t it u de gav e t h e F r en c h  a c er t ain  n at u r al  adv an t age in  t er ms o f  dev el o p in g al l ian c es w it h  
t h e n at iv e p o p u l at io n s in  t h eir  N o r t h  A mer ic an  p o ssessio n s.  B u t  t h e F r en c h  f u r t h er  h o n ed t h at  
adv an t age b y  p l ay in g o n  t h e in c r easin g r esen t men t  t h e In dian s f el t  t o w ar d t h e E n gl ish  set t l er s — 
an d t h e G er man s an d Ir ish  an d D u t c h  w h o  j o in ed t h em — w h o  w er e,  b y  n o w ,  p o u r in g in t o  t h eir  
c o u n t r y ,  f el l in g t r ees,  sp o il in g t h e r iv er s an d ex t ir p at in g game.  

Th e F r en c h  adr o it l y  ex p l o it ed t h e In dian s'  simmer in g r age o v er  a ser ies o f  v er y  r eal  in su l t s an d 
dec ep t io n s t h ey  h ad su f f er ed at  t h e h an ds o f  t h e B r it ish ,  an d in  east er n  P en n sy l v an ia,  at  l east ,  
t h at  w as ex emp l if ied b y  t h e ign o min y  o f  t h e " W al k in g P u r c h ase. "  

P o l it ic s is a game b et w een  n at io n s.  R eal  l if e is w h at  h ap p en s b et w een  men .  

O n  an  af t er n o o n  in  1 7 5 6 ,  t h e t w o  c o l l ided.  

M en  sh o o t in g in dian
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Th e det ail s o f  t h e st o r y  r emain  mu r k y .  A c c o r din g t o  o n e v er sio n ,  To m Q u ic k  an d h is f at h er  h ad 
v en t u r ed t o  t h e c r eek  b an k  t o  c u t  so me sap l in gs t h at  t h ey  p l an n ed t o  u se f o r  h o o p s.  In dian s 
at t ac k ed t h em.  Th e y o u n g man  esc ap ed.  His f at h er  w as n o t  so  l u c k y .  To m Q u ic k  S r .  w as sh o t  an d 
as h e l ay  o n  t h e mo ssy  gr o u n d,  dy in g o r  dead,  h is k il l er s sc al p ed h im.  Th at  f ac t  is n o t  at  al l  in  
disp u t e,  ac c o r din g t o  S t r el eic k i o f  t h e P ik e C o u n t y  Hist o r ic al  S o c iet y .  

U n t il  t h e day  h e died,  4 0  y ear s l at er ,  t h e l egen d go es,  To m Q u ic k  w o u l d sw ear  t h at  o n e o f  t h e 
L en ap e in  t h e w ar  p ar t y  w as h is c h il dh o o d f r ien d,  M u sk w in k .  
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