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TOM QUICK 
" N i t s  Ma k e  L i c e "  
It  is in t er est in g t o  n o t e t h at  ev en  t h e f ab u l ist s seem t o  h av e b l an c h ed at  so me o f  Q u ic k ' s mo r e 
h ein o u s deeds.  Th e 1 8 5 1  b o o k  "Th e O r igin al  A dv en t u r es o f  To m Q u ic k , " r ec o u n t s o n e o f  t h e mo st  
h o r r if ic  in c iden t s in  Q u ic k ' s b l o o dy  c ar eer ,  an  in c iden t  w h ic h ,  w h il e it  may  h av e b een  w idel y  
ex agger at ed,  is t h o u gh t  t o  b e r o o t ed in  f ac t .   

A c c o r din g t o  t h e st o r y  Q u ic k  h ad b een  o n  a h u n t in g t r ip  t h at  h ad t ak en  h im t o  a sec l u ded sp o t  in  
w h at  is n o w  n o r t h w est er n  N ew  J er sey  c al l ed B u t l er ' s R if t .  

"His su c c ess in  h u n t in g h ad n o t  b een  v er y  gr eat ;  b u t  h e w as p r o b ab l y  t r o u b l ed v er y  l it t l e o n  ac  
c o u n t  o f  h is il l  l u c k ;  f o r  h e h ad a gr eat er  desir e t o  meet  w it h  In  dian s an d sl ay  t h em t h an  t o  
en c o u n t er  w h at  h e c o n sider ed l ess b r u t al  b ein gs.  He w as n o t  man y  day s in  w ait in g f o r  an  o p p o r  
t u n it y  t o  gr at if y  h is r ev en ge,  if  r ev en ge l ik e h is c o u l d b e gr at i f ied. " 

"O n e day  h e st at io n ed h imsel f  at  t h e f o o t  o f  t h e R if t . . . He w at c h ed sev er al  h o u r s w it h o u t  seein g 
an y t h in g o f  imp o r t an c e;  b u t  f in al l y  w as r ew ar ded w it h  t h e sigh t  o f  f iv e sav ages c o min g u p  t h e 
r iv er  in  a c an o e.  Th e p ar t y  c o n sist ed o f  a man ,  a sq u aw  an d t h r ee c h il dr en .  Th e In dian  seemed t o  
b e u n ar med,  an d h e an d t h e o t h er s w er e ev iden t l y  n o t  ap p r eh en siv e o f  dan ger .  Th ey  w er e o n  t h e 
same side o f  t h e r iv er  as To m,  an d w er e p r o c eedin g l eisu r el y  al o n g — t h e c h il dr en  en j o y in g t h e 
j o u r n ey  an d seemin g v er y  h ap p y .  

"A s so o n  as To m saw  t h em,  h e c o n c eal ed h imsel f  in  t h e l o n g r eed gr ass w h ic h  gr ew  o n  t h e 
sh o r e. . . A s t h ey  c ame n ear  h e r ec o gn iz ed t h e In dian  as o n e o f  t h o se w h o  h ad v isit ed h is f at h er ' s 
h o u se b ef o r e t h e w ar ,  an d w h o  h ad b een  en gaged in  sev er al  o u t r ages o n  t h e f r o n t ier .  

"W h en  t h e In dian  f amil y  — f o r  t h e sq u aw  w as ev iden t l y  t h e w if e o f  t h e man ,  an d t h e c h il dr en  h is 
o w n  — h ad go t  n ear  en o u gh  t o  b e w it h in  gu n sh o t ,  To m r aised u p  f r o m h is r ec u mb en t  p o st u r e,  
an d o r der ed t h em in  t h e In dian  t o n gu e t o  c o me ash o r e,  an d t h r eat en ed t o  f ir e if  t h ey  did n o t .  A s 
so o n  as t h e man  saw  To m h e t u r n ed v er y  p al e. . . He dar ed n o t  diso b ey ,  h o w ev er ,  an d r el u c t an t l y  
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c ame t o  t h e sh o r e.  To m t h en  in q u ir ed w h er e t h ey  h el d b een ,  an d w h er e t h ey  w er e go  in g. . . He 
t h en  t o l d t h em t h at  t h ey  h ad go t  t o  t h eir  j o u r n ey ' s en d;  t h at  t h e t r ib e t o  w h ic h  t h ey  b el o n ged h ad 
mu r der ed h is f at h er  an d sev er al  o f  h is r el at iv es du r in g t h e w ar ,  an d t h at  h e h ad l if t ed u p  h is h an d 
in  v en gean c e again st  t h eir  w h o l e r ac e.  Th e In dian  an sw er ed t h at  it  w as ' p eac e t ime, '  t h at  ' t h e 
h at c h et  w as b u r ied, '  & c .  B u t  To m r ep l ied t h at  t h er e c o u l d b e n o  p eac e b et w een  t h e r ed sk in s an d 
h im,  an d t h at  h e w o u l d w age et er n al  w ar  w it h  t h em.  He t h en  sh o t  t h e man ,  w h o  j u mp ed o u t  o f  
t h e c an o e in t o  t h e r iv er ,  w h er e,  af t er  a f ew  c o n v u l siv e t h r o es,  h e died.  To m,  af t er  k il l in g t h e 
In dian ,  t o mah aw k ed t h e sq u aw  an d h er  c h il dr en .  A s t h e h at c h et  su n k  in t o  t h e b r ain  o f  t h e sq u aw ,  
sh e sp r an g in st in c t iv el y  t o w ar ds h er  y o u n gest  c h il d,  an d f el l  o n  t h e b o t t o m o f  t h e c an o e,  an d w as 
so o n  b ey o n d t h e p al e o f  mo r t al  l if e.  Th e t w o  o l dest  c h il dr en ,  as To m af t er w ar ds dec l ar ed,  
' sq u aw k ed l ik e y o u n g c r o w s'  as h e k il l ed t h em.  He h ad p r o c eeded t h u s f ar  w it h o u t  an y  
c o mp u n c t io n s o f  c o n sc ien c e,  o r  f eel in g t h at  h e w as c o mmit t in g a mo st  h o r r ib l e massac r e,  w h ic h  
r an k ed h im w it h  in c ar n at e demo n s.  B u t  w h en  h e c ame t o  t h e y o u n gest ,  h is mu r der o u s 
p r o p en sit ies w er e f o r  a mo men t  c h ec k ed.  A s h e r aised t h e t o mah aw k  t o  giv e t h e f at al  b l o w ,  t h e 
b ab e—f o r  it  w as n o t h in g mo r e—l o o k ed u p  w o n der in gl y  in t o  h is f ac e an d smil ed.  Th e in n o c en c e 
an d u n c o n sc io u sn ess o f  dan ger  b eamin g f r o m it s su n n y ,  c h il dish  ey es c au sed h im t o  r el en t .  His 
ar m f el l  t o  h is side.  He c o u l d n o t  st r ik e it .  A t  t h e mo men t ,  t h e idea o f  t ak in g t h e l if e o f  su c h  an  
in n o c en t ,  h ar ml ess b ein g,  seemed h o r r ib l e t o  h im.  It  h el d o u t  it s t in y  h an ds t o  h im,  an d in  
c h il dish  gl ee,  seemed as if  it  w o u l d sp r in g t o  h is ar ms.  To m' s h ear t  w as c o mp l et el y  so f t en ed.  He 
t h o u gh t  h e w o u l d c o n v ey  it  t o  so me w h it e f amil y ,  an d h av e it  t ak en  c ar e o f  p r o p er l y ,  an d f an c ied 
t h at  it  w o u l d b e v er y  p l easan t  t o  h av e su c h  a p r et t y ,  in  n o c en t  c r eat u r e t o  f o n dl e af t er  h e h ad 
b een  h u n t in g,  an d w h en  h e r et u r n ed t o  t h e set t l emen t s.  B u t  t h e f ac t  su dden l y  t h r u st  it sel f  in t o  
h is min d,  t h at  t h e c h il d w o u l d in  a f ew  y ear s b ec o me an  In  dian ,  an d t h is so  en r aged h im t h at  h e 
in st an t l y  dash ed o u t  it s b r ain s. " 

Q u ic k  w o u l d l at er  j u st if y  h is ac t  o f  in f an t ic ide w it h  t h ese t h r ee w o r ds.  

"N it s mak e l ic e. " 

P er h ap s t h at  t o o  is ap o c r y p h al .  B u t  it  is in t r igu in g t o  n o t e t h at  in  1 8 6 4 ,  sev en t y  y ear s af t er  To m 
Q u ic k ' s deat h  an d 1 3  y ear s af t er  t h e q u o t e asc r ib ed t o  h im f ir st  ap p ear ed in  p r in t ,  t h e n o t o r io u s 
C o l .  J o h n  C h iv in gt o n  u r ged h is men  t o  sp ar e n o  c h il dr en  du r in g t h e in f amo u s S an d C r eek  
M assac r e in  C o l o r ado  w it h  t h o se same t h r ee w o r ds.  
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L egen ds,  it  seems,  h av e a w ay  o f  f in din g t h eir  o w n  w ay  t o  t r u t h .  

C o l o n el  C h iv in gt o n
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